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» Initiative of the Massachusetts State Historical Records
Advisory Board (MA SHRAB)

» Through funding and support from the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC)

* Generous technical support for the Special Collections and
University Archives at U-Mass, Amherst
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The Goal

» To Create a Comprehensive Directory
of Cultural Heritage Institutions and Collections in

Massachusetts
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At a minimum

» Each institution receives a directory listing
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The Massachusetts Archives, acting on behalf of the Secretary of the Commonweailth, is responsible for securing, preserving, and managing for the
public good state government records that possess archival value. These records document the purpose and function of state government and show

the interactions between the government and its citiz

Under the 1780 Massachusetts Constitution, the Secretary was given the responsibility for
the management and care of state records — current records as well as those of the previous colonial and provincial governments. Nineteenth century
legislation repeatedly referenced the archives as part of the Secretary's office. The General Court codified this arrangement in 1897, when the

ecretary’s Third Clerk was designated as the Chief of the Archives Division.

The Archives collection dates from the beginning of the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1628 to the present day. The Archives holds records created by
the legislative and executive branches of the Massachusetts government, including state agencies and institutions, as well as some pre-1786 judicial

records,

The early settlement of Massachusetts and continuing migration of people through the state means that the Archives holds records relating to large
numbers of families and individuals. Our collections are valuable to many different types of researchers including genealogists, historians, lawyers,

architects, students, and government officials.

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:30 am to 430 pm:
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Added value

» Connections back to own digital repository
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The Massachusetts Archives, acting on behalf of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, is responsible for securing, preserving, and managing for the
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architects, students, and government officials.

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm:
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Added value

» Option to create own online catalog
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‘Welcome to the Massachusetts Archives catablog page

Search collections

WELCOME TO THE MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES CATABLOG PAGE

IFmdcoHemons |
c " Mission of the Massachusetts Archives:
ategories
I ‘Select category 'I « To ensure the preservation and accessibility of the records of government.
« To provide assistance to government agencies.

« To provide leadership to ensure the preservation and accessibility of Massachusetts’s historical heritage.

Browse collections
M

+ To develop appreciation of the value of historical records.

The Massachusetts Archives serves the Commonwealth and its citizens by preserving and making accessible the records documenting government action and by assisting

govemment agencies in managing their permanent records. The Archives provides leadership in preserving historical records and ensuring that those records are known

o

and valued by citizens. students. and scholars.

MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES
220 Morrissey Blvd * Boston, MA 02125 | | Site policies




Added value

» Option to create own online catalog
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I | Massachusetts folklife interview files

. . Title: Massachusetts folklife interview files, 1987-1988
Categories

[ setect category -] Name of Creating Agency: Massachusetts Council on the Arts and Humanities

Record Group Number: AF10
Browse collections

M

Series Number: 870X

Extent: 1.75 cubic feet (5 document boxes)

Scope and Content: The Massachusetts Council on the Arts and Humanities was established to maintain a continuing study of the cultural resources of the

Commonwealth. During 1987 the council, in coop with the Smith ’s Office of Folklife Programs, conducted fieldwork to identify and locate

folk artists from etts to participate in the 22nd annual Festival of American Folklife, held on the grounds of the Smithsonian in Washington

D.C., July 1988. In documenting interviews in the areas of traditional narrative, occupational folklife, foodways, and traditional music, folklorists created interview
tapes.

Files contain preliminary and final field reports, notes, interview report forms, photologs, tape logs (see related series below), and contact sheets of

photographs/slides of the interviewees. Information includes name of interviewer: name, age, and ethnic background of interview subject; and narrative describing

the folklore tradition related to the folkway treated in the interview and photographs. Massachusetts folklife audiocassettes were created in conjunction with this
series
Arr Arranged ally by interviewer’s name
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